
As many of you know, Megan Landmeier, our children’s ministry director, will move out 
of the area this summer.  She has done a tremendous job. We are sad to see her leave. 
Her last Sunday on staff, thankfully not her last Sunday at church, is April 21. 
 
Since early February, a search committee, composed of Jason Spangler, Beth Keber and 
Emily Dunham, have widely publicized the position description.  There have been some 
promising candidates, but unfortunately, none are the right person for this position. 
Therefore, there will be a gap in coverage for this position.  
 
In the interim, we will implement some changes that we think will benefit the 
congregation and our children’s ministry.  Beginning May 5, children age 4 – 2nd grade 
will exit the church during the gospel hymn and return at the exchange of the peace to 
participate in Holy Communion.  This will help the children’s ministry in two ways: 

 
First, we believe that having the children participate in Communion, to the degree they 
are able, will be instructive and formative for the children and encouraging for the 
church family. 
 
Second, this change will enable volunteers to serve well by simplifying the transition 
between children’s church and Education and Formation.  Beginning May 5, parents will 
check their children in to Education and Formation following service.  Further, this 
change will reduce the time for the children’s ministry program to 25~30 minutes, 
making the time more manageable for children’s church leaders.   
 
We will implement this plan for seven weeks (May 5-June 16), but we may find that this 
new pattern works better for our church. David has made this decision with the support 
of the search committee as well as the wardens. 
 
Here are some questions you may have: 

1) Will the children’s education suffer because of this change?  No.  Volunteers 
and church staff, including clergy, will use The Gospel Project curriculum to 
ensure our children receive solid instruction during children’s church.  Further, 
participation in Communion will be instructive for our children and reinforce 
their membership in Christ’s body, the church. 

2) How will we ensure your child’s safety?  We will utilize our current method of 
guiding children across the street for both transitions. Additional staff members 
and volunteers will assist as needed.  Parents will watch for their children as they 
re-enter the service and volunteers will help guide children back to their families 
as needed. 

3) How will this impact the service?  Children will re-enter the worship service 
during the exchange of the peace.  We hope for minimal disruption to the 
service, but anticipate that it will take a week or two for this transition to smooth 
out.   



4) Should all children who were in children’s church receive communion?  While 
we are excited for all children to come forward to the rail for a blessing, children 
between 3rd and 5th grade receive communion after proper preparation. Our 
next communion preparation class is May 5 – June 16 during Education and 
Formation in the 3-4-5 Charge! class.  

5) What will happen to other areas of children’s ministry unrelated to children’s 
church? 

a. Under the supervision of some key leaders, other areas of the children’s 
ministry will continue: 

i. Anna Richey, who has served many years in our children’s 
ministry, will coordinate our nursery and toddler room. 

ii. Krystyn Carey will lead our summer VBS (July 22-29). 
iii. Angela Haslett will help ensure our church follows best practices 

in child safety and abuse prevention. Our next volunteer training 
for abuse prevention is April 28. 

6) Does this mean you are no longer looking for a children’s director?  No, we are 
absolutely committed to finding an excellent director for our children’s ministry.  
Please help us spread the word to potential candidates!  

7) How can I help? Excellent Question!   
a. We need additional volunteers to help lead children’s church, especially 

during this transition period.  A solid curriculum, and the support of the 
church staff will make this a very reasonable volunteer opportunity.  If 
you do not currently serve, please contact Megan Landmeier to begin the 
volunteer process. All current volunteers should plan on an important 
meeting on April 28 from 11:30-12:15 in the Lab Theater. 

b. Pray for our next Children’s Ministry Director and share the position with 
others who might be interested.    

c. Help us welcome children back into the worship service and be patient as 
we work on this change!   

 
We are hopeful that this change will be a good one for our church: Formative for our 
children and encouraging for the church family.   
 


